letters to the editor

From Our Readers
Dear Editor,
In the Fall 2005 issue Roundtable Discussion: Transfer of Successful Practices, in the
section: On The Permanente Journal as a Connector, Arthur Huberman, MD, mentioned: “TPJ may be most useful as an adjunct to help connect people, to raise
awareness of things that can be used. Some people just need to read something and
then they go do it, some people need to talk to others, and some people need to go
see it.” Tom Janisse, MD, responded, “Yes, and journal articles have also been used
as support devices for transfer when they are used as data or evidence and added in
reference lists.”
I can add a personal experience supporting this. In getting our psychiatrists to
embrace group visits for patients getting stabilized on meds—not just “clinics,” which
are corrals from which patients are picked off one at a time, but truly interactive
groups in which patients help each other identify acute changes and successes while
getting settled into one of our chronic care pathways—one of the decisive validators
I used was the TPJ series on group medical visits, which brought not just evidence
but prestige and authority into the recipe. (Thank you!) The other decisive factor was
the promise of a clinician who does group work regularly as a coleader.
Betram Barth, LCSW
Kaiser Permanente
Sacramento Medical Center
Department of Psychiatry

Let us hear from you.
We encourage you to write, either to respond to
an article published in the Journal or to address a
clinical issue of importance to you. You may
submit letters by mail, fax, or e-mail.
Send your comments to:
The Permanente Journal
Letters to the Editor
500 NE Multnomah St, Suite 100
Portland, Oregon, 97232
Fax: 503-813-2348
E-mail: permanente.journal@kp.org
Be sure to include your full address, phone and
fax numbers, and e-mail address. Submission of a
letter constitutes permission for The Permanente
Journal to publish it in various editions and forms.
Letters may be edited for style and length.

Now Available
Soul of the Healer
Art & Stories of The Permanente Journal
$18.95 each
A full-color collection of the art: paintings, photographs, sculptures, etc, and
writings: poetry, short stories, and essays, of The Soul of the Healer section of
The Permanente Journal. This soft-bound 150+ page book brings together in
one volume the creative contributions of Permanente clinicians from the first
seven years of publication.
This Limited First Edition is now available. Place your order now—only $18.95 each.
To order, send an e-mail including your name, phone number, address and credit card information to Amy
Eakin at amy.r.eakin@kp.org or call 503-813-2623. Multiple copies may be ordered at a discount.
If you prefer, you may send a check or money order, payable to The Permanente Journal, to the attention of
Amy Eakin, The Permanente Journal/Soul Book, 500 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 100, Portland, OR 97232.
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